Use of play materials in treating a severely handicapped child.
A 4-year-old boy with a physical handicap severe enough to preclude his manipulating materials, participated in a play intervention designed to help him to deal with some of his limitations. His skill in communicating to the therapist and in utilizing vicarious experiences allowed him to participate fully and successfully in therapy, although several modifications had to be made in the usual play procedures. The basic techniques of play therapy may therefore be of use to other motorically handicapped children who are capable of verbalizing and fantasizing. During the course of the therapy, this child also evidenced some unusual perceptions of the world. The lack of opportunity to have the customary sensorimotor experiences had apparently delayed his development of object permanence. This finding is consistent with Piaget's theory, which emphasized early motoric behaviours as prerequisites to later intellectual operations.